[Independence of retinopathy and optic atrophy in the DIDMOAD syndrome].
A brother and a sister with DIDMOAD syndrome (diabetes insipidus, diabetes mellitus, optic atrophy, deafness, etc.) are described. The 15-year-old girl was suffering from severe optic atrophy, severe sensorineural hearing loss but only slight diabetic retinopathy. The 16-year-old boy presented with symptoms which were the opposite: slight optic atrophy, slight sensorineural hearing loss but severe diabetic retinopathy. These complementary impairments of neuronal and (diabetic) retinal function suggest that optic atrophy and retinopathy develop independently in DIDMOAD syndrome.